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Marietta just can’t hide the joy our American benefactors have brought to Africa 
by their generous response to our Christmas appeal. In the language of her tribe 
this Swahili lass joins her hands to say “accente sana’’...(Thank you)...and 
from the looks of things, Marietta’s gratitude will not be short lived. That twinkle 
in her eye is suggestive of the happiness she wishes all our benefactors 
throughout the New Year. 


AFRICA, Volume XIII, Number 1, is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical approbation by the 
Missionary Sisters of our Lady of Africa (White Sisters). Office of Publication: White Sisters, 319 Middlesex 
Ave., Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription, $1.00. Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, 
at the Post Office of Metuchen, New Jersey, under the act of March 3, 1879. 
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This being my first Christmas 
in Africa or, for that matter, in 
any land other than my own, the 
natural question and colloquy that 
found its way into the season’s 
mail came across something like 
this: 

“Wonder what Christmas is like 
in Africa? I am sure it has its own 
charm and poignancy. I under- 
stand that our church here is beau- 
tifully decorated and I am looking 
forward to the season .. . and 
though I am anticipating being 
tired, I do not think it will be with 
a deadness that leaves me much 
too numb to appreciate the beauty 
of the day and its significance.” 

For an American, Christmas in 
Africa is something to wonder 
about, for all the traditional so- 
cial elements are against it. For 
us the spirit of wonder and awe 
proper to this birth of the God- 
Child has come about annually in 
a longing for snow, gay packages, 
caroling and wreaths, holly, tin- 
seled trees, and all the warm 
greetings exchanged on the street 
or in the hospitality of one’s own 
home. Now, what is poor Sister 
doing way over in Africa without 
any of these signs of the on-com- 
ing season? 


SisteR CuristopHeR Mary, W.S. 


The thought is too depressing 
for those who wish us joy to let 
go unanswered, for though Sister 
will always cherish in memory the 
Christmases she has had in the 
past when she was surrounded by 
things she loved and those she 
loved, this new living “All for 
Christ” has brought a new Christ- 
mas along with it. 

This year at St. Mary’s (the 
supplementary year of training 
for young Sisters at the Mother- 
house in North Africa) in particu- 
lar, we have had a truly universal 
Christmas, gathered together here, 
as we are from the various nations 
of Europe and America. If ever a 
land needed the message of Christ 
today, that land is Africa. Here 
is what we did to prepare a new 
welcome for the King of kings: 

First to the community room 
was added the Advent wreath, 
holding four candles, each new 
flame bearing testimony that one, 
two or three weeks had passed be- 
fore He, Who was to come would 
appear. Each evening, its candle- 
light enclosed by a semi-circle of 
White robes, a few verses of a 
Latin, French, Dutch, German, 
Spanish or English Advent song 
was sung to assure Our Lord that 
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He was much wanted and greatly 
hoped for everywhere in the 
world. Listen... 

“Long the ages rolled and slowly, 
to the coming of the Word; 
Fervent longings grew more fer- 
vent, undismayed by hopes de- 
ferred; 

Weaker spirits sighed and whis- 
pered, ‘Could the Lord of all 
forget?’ 

While the prophets scanned the 
portents, and in patience said, 
‘Not yet!” 

For the most part, work con- 
tinued as usual. My time was spent 
in our garage or catch-all building 
known as LA SAINT FAMILLE 
where, as shoemaker, I busied my- 
self with sewing and pounding on 


shoes, trying to be as careful in 
driving my nails in place as St. 
Joseph was with his. 

In the room next to me a special 
work was taking shape. Two Sis- 
ters were building a house several 
feet high and baking clay tiles in 
the sun to put on the roof. Others 
were thumbing through magazines, 
searching for a typical face, a cer- 
tain pose, characteristic of the peo- 
ple who live over yonder in the 
mountains of Kabylie. Then hav- 
ing found it, earth was mixed with 
water and soon deft fingers gave 
form to all that one imagines on 
that holy night. Only this time the 
faces, the dress, the hair, the hats, 
and all the fine details of manner 
and custom were special to the 
people of Kabylie, as they are to- 
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This 


place the Advent wreath when the 


Kabylian crib would re- 


moment arrived, house and _ all 
perched on top of a rock garden, 
animals put in their stall, shep- 
herd boys adoring, Kabylians in 
various stages of climbing the hill 
to see for themselves what this was 
that happened to them. 

A half a dozen Sisters were in- 
tent on this work. The results 
were so delightful that one could 
not help asking wistfully how 
much practice was needed before 
one was capable of duplicating the 
same. The astonishing reply was 
that they had never tried it be- 
fore—this was their first attempt. 
Unbelievable, except for the fact 
that Sister was preparing for Our 
Lord, this was her Christmas 


shopping, and the prayer in her 
heart was coming out through her 
hands. 

One day I was told to put ham- 


mer and nails aside and go into 
the CASBAH (the Arab section 

f Algiers) to be with Sister-nurse 
as she made her morning rounds. 
The CASBAH is built on a slope 
and what is called streets are, in 
fact, steps. This day they were 
crowded with traffic. Everywhere 
commerce was going on. 

The Arabs, in baggy trousers 
and cloaks or borrowed European 
dress, were walking about in their 
usual manner, heads erect and 
wrapped in white cloth, eyes dis- 
tant and poised, air solemn and 
preoccupied. 

Through an open doorway I 
saw men squatting on the ground 
butchering sheep’s heads. Others 
were selling clothes spread out on 
the street. Some had booths or 
wagons or carts from which hung 


utensils, brooms and food. Chil- 
dren were standing in the door- 
ways a hunk of bread in their 
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hands, or else running barefooted 
in and out, up and down the nar- 
row cobbled-stone steps, caring 
neither for dirt nor danger, as one 
long accustomed to both. 

Schoolaged boys were seated on 
the ground in a tiny room, chant- 
ing in chorus to the beating of a 
stick the lessons which they must 
learn by heart from their sacred 
Koran, the Moslem “bible”. Then 
to safeguard the “peace” there 
were the soldiers of the govern- 
ment moving about in groups of 
two or three, their khaki, neat uni- 
forms in sharp contrast to the gen- 
eral view of white. 

Christmas 1 A.D. — was it not 
like this, the old Palestine? That 
man with his donkey mounting the 
stairs, could he not have been 
Joseph, many years ago coming 
back from the market? Were not 
the streets teeming with the same 
crowds, the same bustle of mer- 
chants selling their wares, the 
same political unrest under the 
Roman empire with the Roman 
soldiers patroling the streets? ... 
And what is peace? Is it a govern- 
ment to one’s liking or is it a heart 
at rest in God? Man needs to know 
the difference and where to find it. 

Upstairs we found a_ baby 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
hours old, lying on the floor with 
his mother. She smiled when we 


entered, and soon the room was 
filled with women and children, 
eager to shake hands and crowd 
around to watch the mysterious 
process of a baby’s first bath. It 
was poor here, so very poor, no 
furniture to speak of, a chest of 
drawers, a sort of closet, a rug to 
lie on, and the rest—junk. 

But the baby made the differ- 
ence. His coming was a new won- 
der. His life was wanted. The rich- 
ness of his presence surpassed all 
that was lacking. All eyes took de- 
light in Him. 

Once there was Another like 
him, and this is the time to re- 
member it. He was the Emmanuel 
or God-with-us, and His power 
has never ceased to be. He is the 
King of Joy, Hope, and Peace, and 
this is what He has to offer every 
man that ever lived. His magic is 
Himself in eternal life. What more 
can man ask for as a reward for 
his patience? Christmas in North 
Africa or Christmas everywhere! 
Wrap it in a package, hang it on a 
tree, mold it with your fingers, 
write it on a card, but give it first 
place in your life, be it in-season 
or out-of-season, for 

“God’s glory is revealed 

And mankind freed from sin, 
And PEACE is given to man 
To WIN the world to HIM.” 


Young girls desirous of devoting their lives to the 
salvation of African souls as White Sisters, should 


apply for information to: 


MOTHER SUPERIOR 
WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Mary GLENN R-D-2 
FRANELIN, Pa. 
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Who said the women of Belgian Congo were not 


fond of bracelets? 


AFRICA, three times as large 
as Europe, is three-quarters the 
size of the whole of the western 
hemisphere. The low plateaux which 
extend from the north to the inte- 
rior and the west of the continent 
cover two-thirds of it; the other 
third is constituted by the high 
plateaux of the east and south ris- 
ing to more than 3000 feet in 
height and giving birth to the three 
great African rivers, the Nile, the 
Congo and the Zambezi. 

Making allowance for the places 
and seasons, the temperature is, 


By A. GOULET, W.F. 


There is not only simil- 
arity but also unity of 
the human races. 


generally speaking, medium and 
constant the year round. Nowhere 
is there snow except on the moun- 
tains and a little on the northern 
and southern littorals. 

The first inhabitants of Africa 
came from Asia by the northwest. 
Scripture tells us that the descend- 
ants of Cham went to live in 
Egypt, passing no doubt by the 
Isthmus of Suez or south of the 
Red Sea to arrive later in the val- 
ley of the Nile in the center of 
Africa. 

The African people are made up 
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How do you like the royal cape that 
some of the inhabitants of Tanganyika 
wear? 


of three classes or races, distin- 
guished from one another by phys- 
ical characteristics which vary 
greatly: color of the skin, height, 
quality of the hair, form of the 
head, face, nose and lips, spoken 
language, customs, religion, culture 
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and way of life. In this article we 
shall mention only the simple and 
apparent, leaving aside others 
which demand a more profound 
study. 

The first of these races, general- 
ly considered as primitive, is that 
represented by the Bushmen of 
the south-west, by their pastoral 
neighbors, the Hottentots, that we 
mention here because of the many 
points of resemblance they have 
with the former, and by the Ne- 
gritos or Pygmies of the Congo 
forest. These people are recognized 
by their yellowish-brown color, 
thin hair, short flat nose, small 
stature, especially of the Negritos, 
and finally—this is particular to 
the Bushmen—by the famous 
“clicks” and gutturals of their 
language, formed for the most part 
of monosyllables. 

In the second place comes the 
Africans of the black race (whom 
for greater facility we will simply 
call the Africans), characterized 
by the black skin, kinky hair, large 
flat nose, thick lips that often pro- 
trude, and by a particular taste 
for decorating the body. This last 
consists, according to the mode and 
place, in totemism, incision, ex- 
traction of the lower incisors and 
particular to the women, in the 
perforation of the ears, nose and 
sometimes the cheeks and lips, in 
order to insert some fashionable 
objects. These people occupy all 
the center part of the continent 
from the 16th degree north, to the 
Cape, with the exception of Ethio- 
pia and Somaliland. This race is 
by far the largest in Africa and is 
sub-divided into three distinct 
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groups of vastly different degrees 
of civilization. 


The most primitive of these 
groups is certainly that of the pure 
Africans of the West Coast ex- 
tending from Senegal to Came- 
roons, taking in Nigeria and the 
French Sudan. This group is com- 
posed of Senegalese, Mossi, Gu- 
runsi, Ashanti, etc. Their language 
is often basically monosyllabic 
and of the Sudanese type. The 
colored population of North Amer- 
ica would be descendants of this 
group. One last detail with regard 
to the western tribes: secret so- 
cieties are very common and con- 
stitute perhaps the most important 
factor of economic and political 
culture. 


Uganda emerges bright, refined and 
hopetul after christianization and civil- 
ization have achieved stupendous 
wonders. 


The second group comprises 
also all the other black African 
peoples who have more or less 
Hamitic blood in their veins and 
who for that reason are designated 
under the name of Hamiticized 
Africans. Although strictly speak- 
ing they form part of the Hamitic 
or white race of the north, they 
have for a long time formed a 
separate and distinct unit. The one 
thing to be noted about them is 
that they have benefited in vary- 
ing degrees from the northern 
culture and civilization. In the be- 
ginning, this fusion came as a re- 
sult of the invasion of the southern 
countries by successive bands of 
Egyptian shepherds who estab- 
lished themselves and _ settled 
there. 


The third and last African race, 
the most important because of its 
civilization, is that of the Hamites 
of North Africa. These people, of 
the Caucasian or white race, were 
the first inhabitants of the north 
coast. They are recognized by 
their white color (certain ones a 
whitish coffee color), a face which 
is never prognathous, lips which, 
although sometimes thick are never 
everted, straight or aquiline nose 
and hair which is often curly. 

It is generally agreed that the 
south-west Asiatic plateau was the 
birthplace of the Hamites. En- 
closed between the sixteenth de- 
gree north, and the Mediterra- 
nean, they are divided into two 
principal parts: the oriental 
branch, taking in the ancient and 
modern Egyptians, the Beya, the 
Nubians, the Galls, the Somali and 
the Abyssinians of mixed Negro 
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This true African from Ghana claims blood relationship with the colored 
population of America. 


and Jewish blood. The western 
branch comprises the Berbers of 
the Barbary States (modern Al- 
geria, Tunisia, etc.) and the other 
peoples of the Berber race as the 
Touareg and Tibu of the Sahara 
and the Peuls or negroid Fulah of 
the Niger basin. 

Whatever there was of ancient 
civilization in Africa is that of the 
Hamites whose influence was para- 
mount over the whole continent. 
As for foreign civilizations, (not 
of course speaking of the modern 
European influence of today) they 
were either strictly limited, like 
that of Greece and Palestine or of 
the Phoenicians of Carthage, or 
they extended merely over the 
northern provinces like those of 
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Rome and Moslem Arabia. The 
Semitic Arabian influence was the 
most profound and with Islam it 
rapidly overran the Sahara and 
spread to the limits of the French 
Sudan. 

Undoubtedly there was at one 
time contact between the black 
population of Southern Asia and 
Oceania and that of the African 
continent. Proof of this fact exists 
in Madagascar, where explorers, 
having seen the presence of Bantu 
tribes on the western bank, were 
not a little surprised to find people 
of Malay origin on the eastern 
bank. These latter, no doubt, came 
from the East Indies by way of 
the Indian Ocean to colonize Mad- 
agascar. Certainly nothing would 
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stop them from crossing the nar- 
row Mozambique Channel to land 
on the mainland of Africa. 

Is diversity of race the result of 
a direct intervention of God, as was 
the case for the confusion of lan- 
guages? We do not know. What- 
ever the case, the particular traits 
characterizing the different races 
are only accidental and do not 
change human nature which re- 
mains one. Believers hold to Scrip- 
ture which declares all men to be 
the descendants of Adam. True 
science does not think otherwise 
and shows demonstratively that 
all human beings have essentially 
the same physical constitution, the 
same morphological traits and that 
the existing differences are only 
accidental. The color of the skin, 
for example, grows darker the 
more one approaches the Equator. 
Certainly this does not constitute 
either a mark of superiority or in- 
feriority. 

With regard to spoken lan- 
guages, although they differ much 
among themselves, some being 
monosyllabic, others agglutinative, 
others flexional, they all tend how- 
ever, towards unity in that they 
all have about the same parts of 
speech and they serve to commu- 
nicate the thoughts of men en- 
dowed with the gift of speech. 

Moral and intellectual resem- 
blances are no less striking. “It is 
not nature that destined man to 
one manner of living in preference 
to another, but rather circum- 
stances; and circumstances do not 
prevent him changing his occupa- 
tion. In the midst of the most va- 
ried situations, all the races show 


the same domestic affections, the 
instinct of propriety, the need of 
social life, religious consciousness 
and accord on the principles of 
morality (Vigouroux) all of which 
shows clearly not only the simil- 
arity but also the unity of the hu- 
man race. 

From this unity of origin there 
results a close relationship of moral 
fraternity for men, showing in 
one’s neighbor in general and in 
the hundred million Africans of 


Augustina’s Saharan smile could light 
up the whole Continent of Africa. 
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Tunisia presents her sweetest mother and baby. 


color in particular, who were the 
object of this article, souls dear to 
Jesus Christ, souls He redeemed 


at the price of His Blood. Towards 
their salvation all can efficaciously 


Have you renewed your 


DON’T FORGET 
OUR ADDRESS |S 


319 MIDDLESEX AVE., METUCHEN, N. J. 


concur by the apostleship of pray- 
er, the exercise of charity and in- 
terest in the numerous missionary 
works so largely spread over the 
Catholic world. 


P 


subscription ! 
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The Africa of today sees the 
dawn of a new era for many wo- 
men who for centuries were con- 
sidered little more than beasts of 
burden. Indeed, in nothing does 
the New Africa differ so radically 
from the old as in its attitude to- 
wards womanhood. With the ad- 
vent of Christian principles and 
education, the true dignity of wo- 
men has been vindicated. The fu- 
ture looks bright for the young 
African girl of today. Opportunity 
for education is increasing, while 
African culture is preserved. The 
status of women in any civiliza- 
tion is the touch-stone of its great- 
ness. 

The greatest benefit Missionary 
Sisters have been able to give Afri- 
ca has been to show forth a new 
ideal by their lives. For Africa’s 
present situation is not only one 
of great opportunities — it is 
fraught with great risks. Africa’s 
deepest problems are ideological. 
Its age-old standard of values is 
now challenged everywhere. We 
must not think that because Afri- 
cans were non-Christians, they 
were non-religious.Onthecontrary, 
they placed a very high premium 
on spiritual values and the world 
of spirit was as real to them as the 
air they breathed. But their tra- 
ditional way of thinking has re- 
ceived a rude shock from the ini- 
tial impact of great material prog- 
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Josephine is not only a teacher, but 
also a leader in Catholic Action. 
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ress and the religious indifference 


of so many non-Africans from 
abroad. 
The materialism and the in- 


creasing power of Islam increas- 
ing, that is, as regards numbers, 
though perhaps not so much in 
spiritual ascendency—are the first 
of the problems that confront 
Africa and its Missionaries. 
The second is Social Readjust- 
ment. Africa’s simple family life, 
with tribe and family as its basic 
units, has been seriously impaired, 
and Africa has to find a new mode 
of living. 

In this search, true vocational- 
ism alone can save Africa. People 
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in every walk.of life must be 
taught how to achieve greatness in 
their own work, to see their own 
vocation in the framework of so- 
ciety, to recognize the dignity of 
the human person and the basic 
importance of the family, and thus 
to achieve social maturity and a 
new social synthesis. 

The influx of Christian teach- 
ing with its emphasis on the dig- 
nity cf marriage has led to happier 
homes, where the devotion and 
self-sacrifice of parents are a shin- 
ing example to their pagan neigh- 
bors. 

The men and women of Africa 


Visiting Day 


have responded magnificently to 
the call for Catholic Action; this 
Catholic laity is very consciously 
apostolic. A further proof of the 
vitality of the Church in Africa is 
the great number of religious vo- 
cations ... there are 5,897 African 
priests, brothers and sisters, and 
twenty Bishops. 

Four of the Communities of 
African Sisters trained by the 
White Sisters have been recog- 
nized by Rome and have their own 
Superior General and Councillors. 
But ... there are still millions like 
these who must be brought to 
Christ and educated. 


in the Missions 


By Sister M. Bartruetemy, W.S. 


A visit to the African people of outlying villages is not only a means 
of social contact but serves as a real influence in educating and raising 
the standards of moral and Christian living— 


A bright morning at the Rubaga 
Mission finds much activity at our 
convent as the car is being loaded 
with an assortment of objects 
ranging from a primitive stove and 
frying pan down to a blackboard, 
a few rolls of bandages and a sup- 
ply of iodine. 

This is the usual routine set-up 
for a day devoted to visiting the 
people in the surrounding villages 
of Buganda. If our mode of travel- 
ing may appear quite luxurious I 
might incidentally add that for 
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thirty previous years I had made 
the same journey by foot... but 
legs grow old, just like the rest of 
us. 

As a companion and well-in- 
formed “guide” there is a Mugan- 
da woman from the Local Cath- 
olic Action group who can be very 
helpful in many ways, especially 
in the visits to homes where Afri- 
can customs are still conserved. 
She also lends a hand in some of 
the more elementary details which 
can include anything from cook- 
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ing to a little First Aid in the 
event of an accident. 

Before the sun has reached its 
peak, we come to a stop and be- 
gin the process of unloading the 
contents of our novelty shop on 
wheels, distributing them to the 


“officials” of the women’s club 
who are usually always there to 
welcome our visit to their village. 
Thus begins a morning which will 
include visits to families made up 
of Catholics, Protestants and Mos- 
lems (for there are very few un- 
believers in this territory now). 
Topics of conversation will vary 
from giving advice on marriage 
problems, whooping cough; re- 
cruiting new members for the wo- 
men’s Club, and especially noting 
the critically ill in order that we 
can give their names to a White 
Father upon our return to the mis- 
sion. 

Dinner time usually finds us en- 
joying a meal of “matoke” and 
peanuts, or perhaps bean sauce for 
a change, in the home of one of 
the Catholic women, after which 
the afternoon is started rolling with 
a special class for the Club in the 
village school. The meeting place 
may also vary from the Catechist’s 
house to the shade of a simple 
mango tree, if weather permits. 

If our program sounds extra- 
ordinarily simple, it is meant to 
be just that! Elementary instruc- 
tion in cooking and nutrition, care 
of the children and the sick, in- 
structions in First Aid, the cutting 
out and sewing of children’s clothes 
with occasionally a few added les- 
sons of writing and English, make 
up the curriculum of the people’s 


education. Humble as it may seem, 
these basic affairs are the most 
important means to raise the health 
and social level of each young 
woman who is responsible for her 
family. At the same time, one of 
our intentions is to put across the 
idea that, as Christian groups, 
these clubs must become a means 
of raising the spiritual level of 
family life, as well as being a real 
and active source of good influence 
in the village. 

At each meeting, a short pas- 
sage of the Gospel is read, ex- 
plained and applied, and big Litur- 
gical feasts are always prepared 
for in advance by showing the 
women how to bring the meaning 
of the feast right into their homes 
through songs and games and 
simple ceremonies or customs. 
Gradually, they are beginning to 
understand that they have the 
duty to help their neighbors in 
sickness or any other need, to 
share any knowledge that they 
may possess with a less fortunate 
friend, and to take upon them- 
selves the important task of mak- 
ing their families an example of 
Christian Life to the non-Catholics 
round about. 


Such is the type of program 
which exists in Rubaga where 
visits are made at least three 
times a week to the surrounding 
outposts, with occasional visits to 
groups in other missions of the 
Archdiocese as well. 

We hope—and ask you to pray 
—that these relations may help to 
establish a stronger, more living 
Christianity in the family life of 
Buganda. 
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Leprosaria 8 
Patients hospitali 
Outpe 


“—s 


Village Social Calls 77,007 
Catechism enrollment “. 


African Sisterhoods 17 
Professed Sisters 
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Mission Posts 


Schools 213 


Pupils 39,052 


General Hospitals 63 
Patients 127,662 


Maternity Hospitals 55 
Baby Welfare Centers 40 
Births 30,168 


Dispensaries 107 


Treatments 6,377,767 


8 
ospitalized 1624 
Outpatients 215 
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Up since the break of dawn Pauline is all dressed up 

in her best clothes for that weekly trip to the market. 

Basket on head, she trips lightly on her way. She may 

not buy anything today but she’ll come home with more 

news than your morning paper. Let's g0 along with her 
and see what’s new on the market. 
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If you have a weakness 

for millet patties you'll 

buy some of this flour. 

Bake your own over a 

slow fire and eat them 

with wild honey. They’re 
not bad! 


But you are probably on a diet and watching your calories. In that case rice is a 
must, reddish mountain rice served with spicy sauce and eaten on the spot. For 
a dime these vote ladies will give you all you can eat. 
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The versatile kilowatt 
hasn’t yet affected na- 
tive life to a great extent. 
Lacking electric ranges 
and gas stoves the Afri- 
cans use up vast quanti- 
ties of firewood which 
they get for themselves 
or buy on the market in 
bundles such as these. 


“Step right up folks and 
try the sweetest dried 
coconut in Koko’s vil- 
lage!” The African cus- 
tomer is as fussy and 
choosy as Mrs. Brown at 
the Supermarket. This 
“barker” is having trouble 
getting rid of his mer- 
chandise, so he is offer- 
ing samples, a spoonful 
at a time. 
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No, these are neither lolly-pops 
nor popsicles, but just plain 
chunks of beef tied to a stick: 
an imitation of our Hot Dog 
which hasn't yet penetrated the 
Coconut Curtain. If you don’t 
find these tidbits appetizing 
pass on to the next counter of- 
fering fried locusts. 


Twelve year old Kalima is an 
apprentice tailor. He’ll mend 
your shirt while you browse 


around. The brighter the patch, 
the more you'll pay. 
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The end of our shopping spree. 
Here the blacksmith offers us 
axes, hoes,  sickles, 
bracelets, and even brass rings 
for somebody’s best girl. 


knives, 


You've talked a lot, you're 

tired and thirsty. An African 

“coke” will pick you up and 

give you energy for the long 
trip home. 
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By Sr. M. Grperte, W.S. 


THE FEAST OF St. Francis 


Re ota Sa ce 


A day of joy and happiness for the leprosy patients. 


From the time the rooster an- 
nounced the approach of dawn, on 
the feast of St. Francis there was 
much going in and out of the little 
thatched huts of St. Francis’ Lep- 
rosarium. The patients were busy 
getting their morning wash. The 
pump kept in constant agitation. 
Though it squeaked, and rattled in 
protest, it did not withhold its 
water. Each hand that reached out 
received abundantly on the con- 
dition that it exerted the required 
physical effort of up and down. 
Those that are less crippled lent 
a willing hand to those not cap- 
able of such strenuous exertion. 

I was deeply moved as I watched 
the little scene before me. The 
pump that gave forth its pure, 
limpid waters so copiously brought 
to my mind the endless graces that 
descend on our poor patients. The 
kind helpfulness shown towards 
the more unfortunate, and the 
good natured banter that flowed 
freely, O God, is a sign of Thy 
presence among them. I see Thee 
everywhere—I see the results of 


OUR FRONT COVER 


Little Petro sits jubiiantly over and into the gifts 
which generous benefactors have sent him. He 


seems to say, “THANK YOU.” 


Thy Divine Action; everything 
about them, in them, speaks to me 
of Thee. O God, how good Thou 
art towards Thy creatures. 

The two iron bars that serve as 
a bell were pounded so vigorously 
to announce the approaching time 
for Mass, that the little tree on 
which they are suspended was 
literally shaken to its roots. The 
feast of St. Francis is an out- 
standing day, and no one wanted 
to be late. So even before the sun 
had appeared on the horizon to 
wake from sleep all of nature, and 
with the sky still shaded with pur- 
ple and rose and gold, the church 
was full. 

One hundred radiant-faced sem- 
inarians, happy for this break in 
the routine, trooped down the hill 
with the intent to add their young 
voices to the liturgical chant and 
lend dignity and solemnity to the 
festivities. At Mass the vibrant 
young voices and the raspy hoarse 
notes of the leprosy patients 


blended and rose together even to 
the throne of God, who gives both 
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Gifts are received with grateful hearts. 


sickness and health 
His Divine Pleasure. 

In the sermon Father 
fore our minds the 
ample of St. Francis, the Poverel- 
la, who had so loved suffering. 
May God in His Goodness grant 
the same Christian resignation to 
all our patients while they wait the 
eternal reward to crown their vir- 
tue in Heaven. 

After Mass, 


tients 


according to 


placed be- 
edifying ex- 


each one of our pa- 
received a gift, which we 


had been accumulating for a long 
time. They were mere nothings 
but they gave great joy to our 
poor lepers whom God had placed 
in our care. 

The rest of the day was past in 
playing games and dancing. Yes, 
they dance even when there is 
nothing left of the feet but the 
heels! The happiness and pleasure 
that prevails on such occasions 
make the Sisters forget the pitiful 
sight and they canrot help but 
laugh and rejoice with them 

Around 11 o’clock there was a 
flurry of excitement as a big basket 
of meat arrived. It is a special 
treat for the patients and even the 
oldest, the most crippled, take on 


new life at the sight of it. They 
seemed rejuvenated and hobbled 
with new zest to receive their 
share. 


A new spark was detected in 
the eyes sunk deep in their cavities 
and half covered with swollen lids. 
They smiled their gratitude and 
pleasure, but if we did not know 
their sincerity and simplicity, their 
deformed lips and mout h would 
have chilled us with horror. We 
deem it a privilege and honor to be 
permitted to work among the vic- 
tims of leprosy and would not 


change places for all the pleasures 
in the world. 


Maryamou is one of our leprosy 
victims. The poor creature drags 
herself along the ground with her 
elbows. She has no hands nor feet 
beyond the heels. She is rather 
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ugly in her disfigurement. Never- 
theless, Almighty God looking at 


the soul rather than the body, sees 


rare beauty in Maryamou. She has 
suffered so much and so well, and 
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this is the soul’s finest ornament. 
Maryamou was baptized many 


years Every Sunday she 
drags herself to Mass, and the 
priest giving Holy Communion, 
must bend very low to give the 
Sacred Host to the woman huddled 
against the Communion rail. 

To go to church, Maryamou 
must pass in front of the convent. 
She stops to call out her greetings 
in a hoarse voice. On the way back, 
she generally has a good reason to 
stop again. 

One Sunday she remained longer 
than usual. She was clasping a 
blanket that Mother Superior had 
given her. “A NI TYE! A BAR- 
KA! A BARKA!” she called to 
everyone she saw. Among the 
Bambara, courtesy demands that 
thanks be expressed not only to 
the donor of a gift but also to 
everyone in the house. 

When wounds are to be dressed 
or medicine given, Maryamou is 
always present. Every morning 
sitting under a tree in front of the 
dispensary, she watches the pro- 
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ceedings. Beside her is a pile of 
little stones, and as each patient is 
cared for, she knocks off a stone 
with her stumps, making a second 
pile to represent the patients cared 
for by the Sister. 

In the afternoon when the dis- 
pensary is closed, Maryamou likes 
to make herself useful. With a 
bundle of dried grass between her 
stumps, she crawls around the 
vard and up the paths sweeping 
till all is tidy. 

She often foretells her end. It 
seems sO many years since the im- 
placable malady began to devour 
her body inch by inch and still she 
lingers suffering. Sometimes the 
child who carries food to her runs 
back to report: “Maryamou can- 
not eat.” Attacked by terrible pains 
she keeps murmuring: “My God, 
forgive my sins as I forgive all 
those who have wronged me!” 

Oh! what will be the joys of 
Paradise for such as Maryamou? 
Who would not like to help to ob- 
tain them for all the victims of 
leprosy ! 


It is indeed rewarding to see beaming faces at the leprosarium. 
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While much progress has been 
made within the past few years to- 
ward the conquering of this dread 
disease, there are still over 10,000,- 
000 victims of leprosy throughout 
the world that need medical aid. 
The death of Sister Marie Su- 
zanne, Marist Missionary Sister, 
who discovered the Mycobacte- 
rium Marianum and who has man- 
ufactured a vaccine for the pre- 
vention of leprosy and an antigen 
for its treatment has left a great 
void in the field of scientific re- 
search and experimentation of this 
disease. However, the successful 
results of her vaccine, which have 
been officially proven, has and will 
continue to offer hope to the mil- 
lions of sufferers throughout the 
world. 

Sister Suzanne refused all mone- 
tary offers for her discovery, and 
up to the time of her death sent 
the vaccine and antigen free to 
leprosaria all over the world. Sister 
depended on donations from char- 
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... Speaking of 


Leprosy 
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itable and interested people. The 
Damien- Dutton Society, with 
headquarters at 296 George Street 
in New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
has offered to accept any dona- 
tions given in her name so that 
her work may continue. 

The Damien-Dutton Society was 
founded in 1944 by Howard 
Crouch who, while in the Armed 
Forces, witnessed the distress of 
leprosy in the West Indies. The 
Society has as its purpose the as- 


sistance of such victims in Lepro- 
saria all over the world, regardless 
of race or creed. The membership 
fee of this organization is $1.00 a 
year and it publishes a magazine 
entitled the DAMIEN-DUTTON 
CALL. Each year it presents an 
award for an outstanding achieve- 
ment in the field of leprosy in 
memory of Father Damien and 
Brother Dutton, the two apostles 
of Molokai. Sister Suzanne won 
the 1956 Damien-Dutton Award. 


In the Leprosy Research Laboratory in Lyons, France, four White Sisters scribble 
notes, under the direction of Sister Marie Suzanne, on new methods to be used 


for the treatment of leprosy. 
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By a Veteran Missionary 


His firm stand led his 


Agvegedum was about 11 years 
old when I met him. He was a 
handsome lad with a round face, 
bright eves, a nose not too flat, 
and skin more brown than black. 
His parents were confirmed pa- 
gans, as was evidenced by the sev- 
eral conical mounds of earth, about 
3 feet high, in front of the family 

ls] 
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. Which represented the ghosts 
of the family ancestors. Feathers, 
blood and “gule” (millet porridge) 
covered the mounds to indicate the 
family’s great devotion to the 
chosts. 

Agyegedum’s mother was called 
Kalue (pronounced: Kaluway) 
which means “big needle”. She 
was a domineering woman with a 
powerful voice and extraordinary 
facility of speech. Of high stature, 
she could carry a 150 pound load 


Catholic 


mother into the fold 


on her head. She was a real virago 
if there ever was one! 

\lthough this family lived three 
miles from the mission station, 
Agyegedum was the first present 
for catechism class. He was quick 
to learn his prayers and the es- 
sential truths of our religion. 
When his parents noticed his reg- 
ular attendance at catechism class, 
they forbade him to go again, but 
this did not discourage the child 
who secretly visited the village 
catechist to further his instruction. 
One night as he was stealing out, 
his watchful mother surprised him 
and sternly forbade him to pay 
similar visits. 

Swayed by the grace of God, 
\gyegedum devised another strat- 
agem to hear the word of God. 
Every Sunday before sunrise the 


If not, do put them in. You will never 
regret it, neither now nor later. Why 
not include this clause: 


I hereby bequeath to the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White 
Sisters) for the use in their African 


Missions the sum of $_..............-.--- 


You would then share the prayers of 
all the White Sisters . . . over 2000. 
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In his joy at being a child of God, Leonardi is always on the spot to beat the 
tam-tam to call the catechumens for their instructions. 


boy would sneak out of the hut 
and go to the mission to attend 
the instruction for the catechu- 
mens, 

But sharp-eyed Kalue again 
found out about these visits and 
armed with a whip of bark ropes, 
she beat the boy cruelly. She also 
deprived him of food for the day. 


Agyegedum nevertheless returned 
occasionally to the mission, and 
each time his mother punished him 
severely. 

One day Agyegedum in tears, 
came to the mission to tell me of 
his mother’s opposition and the 
rough treatment she inflicted upon 
him. “Father”, he added sobbing, 
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“IT want to become a Christian, 
but that will be impossible as long 
as I stay in my village. Have pity 
on me; keep me here. Give me any 
kind of work. I'll be glad to do it,” 
So much generosity moved me, 
and I sent the boy to work in the 
garden. 

BURST OF TEMPER 

Kalue soon discovered that her 
son was staying with the mission- 
aries and at sunrise next day she 
was at the mission. Without a 
word of salutation she came to me 
raging with anger and demanded 
that her son return home. 

“Kalue,” I calmly replied. “You 
are very angry. Go home. When 
you have quieted down, come back 
and we shall talk things over.” 
She continued to insult me. As I 
did not pay any attention to her, 
she went away, cursing the mis- 
sion all the way home. She came 
a second time. Her temper was 
still boiling over, so she got the 
same reply: Come back when you 
have cooled off.” 

SOLEMN OATH 

Meanwhile Agyegedum_ was 
doing his work faithfully. Each 
day he attended instructions and 
said the rosary for the conversion 
of his parents. 

Two months elapsed. Then Ka- 
lue came to me. She was not arro- 
gant this time, but told me that 
she had thought a great deal about 
the situation and that if the 
“spirits” gave the boy all these 
ideas, it would be dangerous for 
her to interfere. Therefore she was 
willing to allow her son to come to 
catechism if I let him come home. 
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“Oh yes, I know,” I replied. 
“When you get him back, you will 
tie him, beat him, and deny him 
food. That’s the freedom he’ll have 
to come back to the mission. I 
have heard similar promises be- 
fore.” 

Kalue got up, picked up a dash 
of earth, put it on her tongue and 
said solemnly: “I swear that my 
son will be free to come here if he 
so wishes.” I knew the sacred im- 
plication of this oath among the 
tribe and sent Agyegedum home 
with this mother. 


Kalue kept her word. When the 
usual 4 years of instruction were 
over, Agyegedum passed his ex- 
amination and was baptized, tak- 
ing the name of Leonardi. In his 
joy of knowing that he was a child 
of God, Leonardi did not forget to 
pray for his parents. 


Then I heard that Kalue herself 
had enrolled as a catechumen. She 
attended catechism classes in her 
village and later, when the time 
came for the immediate prepara- 
tion for baptism, she walked the 
three miles daily to the mission for 
final instructions. Grace does not 
destroy nature. Kalue remained as 
garrulous as ever. During the final 
instruction, the Father had to in- 
tervene several times to keep her 
quiet. She always had her word to 
add to every-thing the priest said. 


After the instructions, Kalue 
was baptized taking the name of 
ANNA. It was for her a day of 
unforgettable joy. She spent a 
good part of it in church offering 
profuse thanks to Jesus and to her 
Mother Mary. 
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oF, 
IN DISGUISE 
hey 
YOUR HELP 


Over six million times 
within the past year, Christ © 
sat in disguise on the steps 
of the White Sisters Dis- 
pensaries while they alle- 
viated His sufferings. 


You cannot go to Africa, 
but here is your WHITE SIS- 
TER Representative. 


It is CHRIST IN DISGUISE WHO sits before her . . . 
CHRIST with two sore legs expecting to be helped. 


Sr. Anna will treat Him lovingly. Wouldn’‘t you like to give her a 
hand? She often runs short of medicine. Your offering would enable 
her to purchase the necessary remedies. WILL YOU PROVIDE CHRIST 
WITH THEM? The measure of your love will be the measure of your gift. 


WHITE SISTERS, 319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, N. J. 


Dear Sisters, 


Please find enclosed $ _ to enable the Sisters to take 
care of Christ in His suffering members. 


SS SEE EE SS Se iO eT ee 


Address _ 
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